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Information contained in this report is a summary of data reported
to CDC by State Ilealth Departments, Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers,
collaboratzng influenza alagnostlc laboratorles, and other pertinent sources.,
Much of it is preliminary in nature and is intended for those invelved in
influenza control activities., Anyone desiring to quote this information is
urged to contact the person or persons primarily responsible for the items
reported in order that the exact interpretation of the report and the current
status of the investigation be obtained. State lealth Officers, of course,
will judge the advisability of releasing any information from their own
states.,
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Since the last Report (llo. 40, April 15) the number of deaths from
influenza and pnewmonia has been consistently declining in the 108 cities
reporting to HOVS, except for a minor increase in the week ending May 24.
The number of deaths during this week for all Divisions is appro:imately
two-thirds of what it was six weeks ago.

The impact of the epidemic on,mortallty from influenza and pneumonia
and from all causes can be visualized in the graph showing the mortality
by week during the period August 57 - lay 158,

The second wave of mnrtality from all causes in the winter of 58
was higher than the first wave in the fall of '57. The reverse is true
in so far as deaths from influenza and pneumonia are concerned., Considering
the distribution of deaths from all causes by age groups, the two mortality
waves are clearly distinguishable in the groups 1-64 and 65 and over, the
latter being the most affected. Deaths under one year remained at a con-
stant level during this period,

A study of monthly mortality rates, estimated fram a 10% sample of
death certificates received by NOVS, for the period 1951-57, shows that
the death rate from influenza in the fall of 757 was about 70% of the death
rate in the winter of 1953, while the death rates from pneumonia were
practically the same in 1951, %53 and %57.

This will be the last report of these series. ilthough, the
surveillance of acute respiratory diseases will continue as a routine
function of CDC, no reports will be issued until an unusual prevalence
of these dlseases will warrant the distribution of this type of infor-
mation again,

Je wish to take this opportunity to thank once more all those who
contributed so effectively in making the influenza surveillance program
operative in assessing the trend of the disease in this country during
the 1957-58 epidemic.
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—— === "EPDEMIC THRESHOLD"
“NORMAL INCIDENCE”

(SEE EXPLANATION ON BACK OF SHEET)

D STATES, 108 Cities

WEEKLY PNEUMONIA AND INFLUENZA DEATHS

NEW ENGLAND, 14 Citles

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL, 8 Cities

& Ty "Tw T 98 T ®B1 0 @

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL, I3 Cities

EAST NORTH CENTRAL, I8 Cities

MOUNTAIN, 8 Cities

WEST NORTH CENTRAL, 9 Cities

PACIFIC, 12 Cities




Interpretation of "Epidemic Threshold"

If two successive weeks incidence in excess of the "epidemic
threshold" is defined as a "run of two", then with "normal incidence"”
a "run of two" will be uncommon. When incidence exceeds normal levels
a "run of two" will be more likely to occur. Specifically, with normal
incidence, the odds against one or more “runs of two® during a period of
52 weeks are four to one., If inclidence increases above normal by two
standard deviations the odds are even that a "run of two" will follow
immediately.

A description of the method used in constructing the charts is

given in Influenza Surveillance Report No. 16.
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